Even before you cross
the bridge to Hilton
Head Island, you

get the feeling. This

is a unique place.
Everything just seems
so “right.”

In the midst of expansive development,
“HHI” as it’s known has worked hard to

preserve its beach, waterways, trees and

heritage — the things that lure vacationers
back to the foot-shaped barrier island year
after year.

Measuring 12 miles long and five miles

wide, Hilton Head possesses a rich history a

dating back as early as 8000-1000 B.C.

as documented at the island’s Coastal?

Discovery Museum, when Native Americans
are known to have visited the area
seasonally. European explorers followed
from 1500-1700, then the plantation era
from 1700-1860.

During thefirst half of the 20th century HHI,
named for English sea captain William Hilton,
remained much an island unto itself, with
electricity arriving in 1950 and its first bridge
in 1956. Led by visionary developer Charles
Fraser, a master-planned community, Sea
Pines, was laid out at the south-end of the
island that incorporated and preserved the
island’s natural endowments. After that,
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“It's the first ecologically planned
destination in the country,” says Charlie
Clark, director of communications for the
Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of
Commerce and Visitor and Convention
Bureau.

Buildings can be no taller than five stories
high, and there are no streetlights. The
philosophy behind that is so “you’ll be able
to see the stars at night,” Clark explains. “It
also benefits the sea turtles venturing to the
island each year to lay eggs.”

Hilton Head is renowned for its array of
activities and diversity. “People are coming

lore 'than 250 restaurants dot the
d, as well ais'-';-a‘more than 200 shops—

Find ont more...

Hilton Head Island - Bluffton Visitor and Convention Bureau
843-785-3673
www.hiltonheadisland.org
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